Chartism

A Historical Background




* When the Chartist movement was
established in the late 1830s, only 18 per
cent of the adult male population of
Britain could vote (before 1832 just 10 per

What was the cent could vote).

campaign * Much of the working-class population
about? were living in poverty, but without a voice
in politics, they did not feel they could
change their situation.




The Peterloo

Massacre, 18109.

LIST OF PERSONS KILLED AT ST. PETERSFIELD,

On the 16h August, 1819,
Or who have mibsequestly dicd, in consequence of the Ijurier there recrived.

Nune. Hesldesce, Hew ingsred. Komprks, |
Ashton, Johin. Cowhill, Oklkas. Sahred. "
Adiworth, John, Bults' Head, Manchester. Sabred snd trampled on, | A Special Conatable.
Backley, Themnas, Baretrees, Chadderton, Sabred and stabbed.

Dawson, William, Saddleworth, Sabred and crushed. Killed on the Spot,
Fider, —— Kennedy Street, Manchester. Rode over by the Cavalry. 4 (" An hhlm.
onmr s
Lees, Johin, Oidham, - Sabred. i E‘q
. wub«n . \'c
O'Neil, Arthar, Ao 8, Pigeon Street, Manchesier, Inwardly creabed. in the New Bailey
' il Tast Semions.
Partington, Martha, Ecdes Thrown inte a Cellar, | Killed on the Spet,
Whitworth, Jeseph. Hyde. Shot.
Crompton James, Bartoa, Trumpled on by the Cavalry,
Hegs, Mary. No. 5, Rawlinwn's Buildisgs, Osford  Raode over by Cavalry,

Rond Manchester.
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* Reform of the electoral system finally arrived
with the 1832 Reform Act, which increased the
proportion of eligible voters in England and
Wales to 18 per cent of the adult-male population
and 12 per cent in Scotland.

Reactions

* Although the working classes had high hopes for
the Reform Act, they eventually felt betrayed as
despite the new legislation, the poor ultimately
remained voiceless in the way their country was
run.



http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/chartists1/historicalsources/source2/reformact.html

* The meeting at St Peter’s Fields did not directly
achieve any parliamentary reform and actually
led to a suppression of civil liberties.

* Following the massacre, the Tory government
introduced 'Six Acts' to suppress radical
newspapers and seditious meetings, with the
aim of reducing the chance of an armed uprising.

* However, the Peterloo Massacre did create
martyrs for the cause of reform and the anger of
the masses only served to strengthen support
for change.




What was the

goal of the
campaign?

* The ultimate goal of the Chartists, as

stated in the first minutes of the London
Working Men's Association, was 'to seek
by every legal means to place all classes
of society in possession of their equal,
political, and social rights'. This was to be
achieved by campaigning for six key
changes to the parliamentary system:



The People’s

Charter
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THE

PEOPLES CHARTER:

BEING THE

OUTLINE OF AN ACT

TO PROVIDE FOR THE

JUST REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE OF
GREAT BRITAIN

IN THE

COMMONS' HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT:

EMBRACING THE PRISCIPLES OF

UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE,
NO PROPERTY QUALIFICATION,
ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS,
EQUAL REPRESENTATION,
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS, AND VOTE BY BALLOT.




* The Chartists were able to spread information

How did the relatively quickly using a network of
campaigners newspapers, as well as mass meetings and
speeches.

become
experts on the

Issue? and events. The Chartist leaders also met
reqularly at conferences and meetings.

* This enabled supporters of Chartism to learn
about the issues and keep up to date with news
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* Chartism had a huge amount of support from
the working classes, particularly in

Was there a industrialized areas. The largest Chartist
12 petition claimed to have nearly 6 million
resource pooi: signatures.

Who were
their allies?

* Many prominent Chartists had skills in writing,
printing and oratory, which helped attract the

support necessary to make Chartism a mass
movement.







Female

Chartists

MEETING OF FEMALE CHARTISTS.

A meeting of female Chartists was held on Monda
evening, in the National Charter Association Hall, O

Bailey, for the purpore of forming a ** Female Chartist |

Association,” to co-operate with the Male Association ;
and for other obj connected with the interests of
“the People’s Charter.” — On the motion of Miss
Susanna Inge, seconded by Mrs Wyatt, Mr Carey was

to the chair.—After a suitable address from Mr
Ridley, in which he commented on the present state of
woman, and pointed to the position which, according to
his judgment, she ought to occupy im society, elevating
her thoughts to political aspirations, Mr Cohen ex-
pressed the high degree of satisfaction which he had
received from Mr Ridley's address, but could not help
saying that woman would be more in her proper cha- |
racter end station at home, where she was the pride
and ornament of ‘‘ the domestic hearth,” than in the

po_lmca[ arena. (Sauation among the ladies., ) ‘_He



Who were
their
opponents

and what
stood in their
way?

* Chartism was opposed by almost all those who had the

vote, together with MPs and the ruling classes — all of
whom were among the wealthier members of society.
The Chartists were sometimes portrayed as worthy of
ridicule in the media, and sometimes as a source of
danger.

* The Chartists created obstacles for themselves and the

success of the movement through lack of unity and
disagreements over tactics. There was a split between
those who wished to use peaceful 'moral force' and
those who wished to use the threat of 'physical force'
to achieve the aims of the Charter.



......

The lllustrated
London
News in 1848.




* The People’s Charter was written by
William Lovett, but Feargus O’Connor

How did they became the main leader of the Chartist
plan for movement.
sucCcess? * The Chartists were extremely clear about

their central aims, which were published
in The People’s Charter, together with
plans for a secret ballot. They planned for
success by presenting three enormous
petitions to Parliament.




The Newport

NE[gle

* The more radical Chartists took part in riots in

Newcastle, Birmingham and elsewhere round
the country, at which leading members of the
movement were arrested.

* The most infamous episode in the history of

Chartism was the disastrous Newport Rising,
which took place on 4""November 1839. A

group of Chartists stormed a hotel and 22 of
the protestors were killed by waiting troops.




How successful

were they?

* Although the Chartists gathered enormous
support in the form of signatures for their
petitions, their demands were rejected by
Parliament every time they were presented.

* By the time Chartism ended
single demand from the Peo
become law. Although the C
achieve their aims directly, t

In 1858, not a
vle’s Charter had
nartists failed to

heir influence

persisted and reformers continued to
campaign for the electoral reforms advocated

by the People’s Charter.



* A new Reform Bill was passed in August
1867 that gave the vote to all male heads
of households over 21, and all male

Some lodgers paying £10 a year in rent.

Improvements * Further reform arrived with the Ballot Act
in 1872, which ensured that votes could
be cast in secret — a key demand of

the People’s Charter.




Getting Better

*In 1884 the Third Reform Act extended the

qualification of the 1867 Act to the countryside so
that almost two thirds of men had the vote.
Eventually, only one of the Chartists’ demands —
for annual parliamentary elections —failed to
become part of British law.

* At the time, Chartism may have been judged

unsuccessful, but there is no doubt that the
movement's campaign for electoral reform played
an important role in the development of
democracy in the UK.



